
228 CALIFORNIA AND WESTERN MEDICINE VoT. 61, No. 4

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGOt

EXCERPTS FROM OUR STATE MEDICAL
JOURNAL

Vol. XVII, No. 10, October, 1919

IxCk10I'S FROM EI)ITOR IAl. NOTES

4IT her11Ie hiwityq I)octors / Cominimon opilnionl both
lay anld professiolial, says that there are cilouigh anii(
mnore thaln eilough doctors to supply the medical
nieeds of the country. Reccit circumstanlces, however,
thr -)v considerable doubt oni the accuracy of this coln-
clusionl. The difficulty of the Army aild our allies in ob-
tainiilng the doctors nieeded for tile war was a surprise.
Al;o were we surprised to fild thie dearthl of physicialns
in maniy localities wheln the military nieed liad beeni met.
Hospitals, clinics anidl laboratories were colifronited wVitli
a cerious problem in the scarcity of doctors. Inidustrial
conicernis antcI public health agcnicies likewise reflected(
the lack. The difficulty in fillling tile militar\ nieeds vas
followed by the draftling of seinior meedical studenlts evei,
anid theni tile expelience of England and(i the startlinig
slhortage of (loctors in civiliani linies le(l to a careful
conservation of the available supply of doctors anld the
exemptioln of nle(lical studenits. P ivenuniier tilese ex-
treme conlditiolns, tile statesmaiillke attitutde was pre-

served that onily hlighi class, well-trailied doctors are
wanted, anid the multiplicatioln of Imledical scilools was
tliscouraged anid iniferior schools were closed.

Dr. I. M. Rubinow ill a receilt issue of the 1edical
Revliew of Revizews uindertakes to analyze tile (qtuestion
of the suipply of doctors ill proportioni to the demand(i for
thenl. He estimates the total number of (loctors in tile
UInited States at 150.000 roughly, as colllpare( with
133.000 lawyers, 134,000 clergymei, 140.000 music teach-
,rs alid 600.000 teachers of all sorts. It is unnecessary
lhere to dispuite over the relative inlp,)rtance of these
variouis classes. Certaiilyllowhvever, the average family
lias greater niee( for a doctor thianl a lawyer anid cer-
tailnl\ a (loctor cainnot expect to serve as large a clicln-
tele successfully as cani a clergyman. Anl estimiationl of
one (loctor per 600 Or 700 population meanisnoting
b)ecause of diverse coni(litionis in differeint sectiois.

1,(litorial Coiuiecnt. \VhNlv do all tlc nelW nedical
graduates wish to locate ill a city \\llv is there a
greater shiortage of cloctors in silll towns and( tIbe
country tilani in the cities-
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Irotn (711 .i-t loti/chon ', A/c cd for a SNtoti Ilos/t(ilol
,S'c!(llo for- Jindiy('1c Crippled (nd J)(for-ozed Cliil)dren,
'Y Harry L,e.slie J,a,njnpck,r, A1.!)., Sa Jraicictlco.-
Most physicianis and(l manv layrmel, realize thIe necessity
for better treatmeint anid care of indigent cripple(d anid
(leforilied clilireni. Those members of the medical prio-
fessioni whio are intimatelv initereste(d in the treatmilent
of these correctable defects, uniderstand(l better thaln anxv-
One else, the lost opp)ortuIlitics in the nleglected anid ull-
treated cases. Not uintil last year, las any definlite meanls

(Continued in Black Advertising Sectioni, onl Page 30)

t This coltumniii strives to illiriror the work anid aimis of
colleagues wlio lbore the brunit of Associatioll activities
some twenty-five years ago. It is holp)ed that sucll presen-
tation will be of interest to both old anid new Illeilebers.

Historical reminiscences, papers and otlier archives will
be welcomed by the C.M.A. Conimiiittee on History, to
whomii such should be sent. Address san1e to the (oml-
mittee's Secretary, Dr. George H-. Kressg, Rooml 29004, 450
Sut.ter, San Francisco S.
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Board Proceedings

Results of the San Francisco wvritten examinatioln coni-
dlucted by the Board of Medical Examiners have been
released. The records show that 142 Physicians and
Surgeons, five Chiropodists and two Drugless Practi-
tioners passed said examinationl.
At the recenit written examinationi in Los Angeles,

126 applicailts presented themselves for written examina-
tioll.

Legal hearinlgs wvere held on charges of infractions
of various sections of the Business and Professions
Code. The results of such hearings at the August meet-
ing were as follows:

Anderson, Pearl J., M.D. License restored to good
stanidinig, 8/22/44.

Traxler, Paul S., M.D. License restored to good stand-
ilig 8/21/44.

Aronchik, Bernard, M.D. License revoked, 8/24/44.
Esker, George C., Jr., M.D., placed on probation for

5 years, from 8/23/44.
Froyd. Melvini Frankford, M.D.. placed on probation

for 5 years, from 8/22/44.
G,regg. Weldell Oliver, M.D., probationary period ex-

tenided for 3 y-ears, from 2127/45.

News
"The State District Court has uplheld a Superior Court

verdict orderinig restoration by the State Board of Med-
ical Examiners of the license of Dr. Thomas D. Wyatt,
Redding plhysiciani. Dr. WN yatt's licenise was revoked by
the Board wheni it charged him with performing two
illegal operations at a Redcling hospital in March, 1942.
Th2 womeni involved testified in Superior Court that the
operations wvere legal." (Andersoni ANcws, August 10,
1944.)

"Superior Judge Dal MI. Lemmonl to(lay deniied a de-
fense motionl for a new trial alndl senltenlced Dr. M. A.
Thompsoni, 45, Nortlh Sacramenito chiropractor, to
serve from two to five years in San Quentini Prisoni oni
abortion charges. Dr. Thompson was convicted by a jury
a week ago oni -two coulnts of abortion involving a 17-
y-ear-old Sacramento girl. Lach counlt of abortion is
ptuniishable br two-to-five-year terms, but. the court di-
rected in this case the two senitenlces shall runi conlcur-
rentlv. Immediately followilng the passing of sentence,
R C. Fleming, defenlse attorney, filed a written notice of
appeal to the District Court of Appeal ." (Sacra-
melnto Bc. Auigust 28, 1944.)

"Mrs. Mattie Perkett, 45, of Farmersville, is in the
Tulare County Jail here today following her arrest by
Joseph \Villiams, investigator for the State Board of
Medical Examiners, oni a charge of violating the State
Medical Practice Act by atteniding scores of mothers
in childbirth in the Farmersville anid Exeter districts
durinlg the last two years without having a license. Mrs.
Perkett was employed as a cannery worker in Visalia,
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t The office addresses of the California State Board of
Medical Examiiiners are printed in the roster on adxrertis-
ing page 6. Newrs items are submlitted by tbe Secretary
of the Board.


